
                                         

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 

 
January 01 New Year’ s Day – Administration Office and Day Care closed 

January 01 World Day of Prayer for Peace 

January 05 Feast of the Epiphany 

January 06 Sister Joanne returns to Brazil 

January 07 SFA Alumnae Meeting 6:00 pm 

January 10  CSLC and Sisters Place Meetings – Benedictines 9:00-3:00 

January 11 Associates Meeting – Nativity 10:00 am (Ch. 4 Soul Sisters) 

January 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 25 General Chapter Loop 2 Meeting – 9:00-3:00 Academy 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS & FEAST DAYS 

 

 
    January 09      Ir. Joanice        B                            January 15     S. Janet        B 

    January 13      S. M. Hilária    F                  January 25     S. Marita      B 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS –JANUARY 2020 



DAY CARE COOKIES WITH SANTA AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa (a day care dad!) charmed so many of the day 

care children with his hearty “HoHoHo” and 

reminder to be good during his visit on December 

7th.  The staff and Sisters served as elves while 95 

parents and children enjoyed milk and cookies, 

coloring and beautiful stocking gifts. 

 

Thanks to Robyn Moeller, Sister Hilaria and Sister 

Althea for helping to make this “first” Christmas 

event such a success! 

 

Sandy Merlo, Director, welcomed two groups of 

parents to Christmas programs presented by the 

children. They were treated to songs about Christmas, 

Hanukah and Kwanza, as well as the popular holiday 

tunes. 

 

Classroom doors were decorated in jolly holiday style 

and the children adorned the walls and hallways with 

Christmas holiday art. We now have a winter wonderland to keep us in the spirit of joy and giving! 

 

This year the Day Care also purchased an outdoor Nativity scene to welcome all of our families coming 

to the site and to remind everyone of the “reason for the season!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CREATING COMMUNION AT THE INTERSECTION 

 OF RACISM, MIGRATION & CLIMATE CRISIS 
 

As we celebrate the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday this month, let us remember that racism is still rampant 

in our country, as are the problems of refugees and of climate change.  LCWR has, for the second year, 

resolved to work to help create harmony and respect wherever we are.  Our congregation, along with all the 

others, is asked to find ways to promote racial justice wherever we happen to be.  
 

             The LCWR Assembly Resolution for 2019-2020 

We are heartbroken by the myriad ways our one human family and Earth, our 

common home, suffer from disconnection, indifference, violence, and fear in the 

face of racism, migration, and climate crisis. Responding to God who loves all of 

creation into being, we recommit ourselves to create communion and examine root 

causes of injustice. We particularly focus on the intersection of racism, migration, 

and climate crisis. We recognize a sense of urgency and pledge prayer, education, 

and advocacy. We will use our collective voice, resources, and power in 

collaboration with others to establish justice which reflects God’s creating love. 
 

                                Suggested Actions  

1. LCWR members are encouraged to use the contemplative process and social analysis to explore the 

intersection of racism, migration, and climate crisis as well as our own complicity as congregations, and 

to urge their social justice promoters to coordinate communication, share resources, and act in 

collaboration with other justice groups in their region. 

 2. Congregations are encouraged to use their human and financial resources to help address the root causes 

of racism and forced migration, including migration caused by environmental destruction, through 

advocacy, service, impact investing, and other collaborative projects. 
 

 

TEMPORARY OFFICE DOG STEALS HEARTS 
 

The Administrative Office was blessed to have our own Office Dog for the last 

few weeks of Louanne Davis’ time with us.  Having sold their home for the move 

to Florida, the family was forced to spend some weeks in a local hotel.  Oreo 

became everyone’s best friend while checking out and approving all visitors to 

the office.  He got a little spoiled, 

especially at lunchtime! 

 

Oreo’s stay with us was a sign that we also 

had to say “goodbye” to Louanne Davis as 

she retires from full-time work and moves 

to the sunny south.  She will be missed by 

all she has assisted in a myriad of ways. 
 

Of course, we are still blessed with the presence and abundant 

talents of Mimi DiGregory who will be assuming all the 

administrative duties for the office.   
 

We ask God’s richest blessings on both these women who have 

served us so well and joined wholeheartedly in our mission as Franciscans. 

 



 

ACTIVITIES ABOUND IN OUR BRAZILIAN SCHOOLS 

 
Pio XII School has worked hard throughout its existence to bring nature 

close to its urban students. For years, at the initiation of Sister Reinalda, the 

school’s little farm on their 

campus continues to raise 

chickens, ducks, geese and 

peacocks, not to mention the 

sheep, miniature cows and 

horses.  That python is also still there! 

 

The 65th Anniversary Year celebrations gave much emphasis 

to the environment, the Amazon Synod and indigenous 

cultures.  Children visited nature reserves and indigenous 

villages to learn more about these bio-diverse cultures.  

 

Recently, students helped revitalize a local park planting 65 trees to mark 

the 65th Anniversary of the school and promote their Franciscan value of 

love of nature. Sisters Yolanda and Gloria joined in the digging! 

 

Hundreds of Christmas packages from Pio XII School were packed and 

ready to go to our St. Francis of Assisi School in Barbacena where 

impoverished students enjoyed a special Christmas treat! 

 

St. Clare and St. Francis 

Social Center in Vila Alpina 

ended their 25th Anniversary 

Year with a beautiful dance 

program for parents and 

friends and graduation of 

their students.  Christmas 

was celebrated with a live 

Nativity scene. 

 

Meanwhile, São Miguel Arcanjo School in Vila Zelina has 

been promoting a variety of learning experiences, including 

culinary classes, sporting events, robotics, a celebration of the 

arts and math 

competitions. The 

year ended with a 

Christmas concert 

filled with lively 

holiday songs. 

 

 

 

 



LAY FRANCISCANS JOIN SISTERS TO PREPARE THE NATIVITY SCENE 

 
Our group of Lay Franciscans met for their final meeting of the year and spent time helping to prepare 

the chapel at Recanto Paz e Bem.  The day culminated in a special Christmas prayer and celebration with 

all the Sisters there.   

 

Sisters Maria do Carmo and Susana placed statues on the table with one 

of the Associates. 

 

Sister Neide then led the blessing of the 

Nativity with Sisters and Associates 

gathered around. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Joyful New Year! 
Sister’s and Employee’s Christmas Party at DeLallo’s 

 


