
                                        

 

 

 

  
EASTER THEME 

 

Easter is an exercise in “YES,” this slip-slide from winter 
to spring, from dark to light, from Lent to Resurrection. 

Yes, to today; yes, to tomorrow; yes, to life again.  
We all come out of the tomb of winter new and bright 

with promise. It is “yes” to our life now,  
however old, however jaded we may be. 
 It is the rediscovery of possibility again.  

 ~Joan Chittister 
 

CALENDAR 
April 1  Holy Thursday 

April 2  Good Friday – Administration offices closed 

April 4  Easter Sunday – Dinner at Nativity 1PM 

April 5  Sisters Place Members Meeting – Zoom 10AM 

April 7  World Health Day 

April 8  Associate Meeting – Zoom 6PM 

April 9  Profession of Neumann-Bachmann Founding Sisters 

April 12 Chapter Planning Committee Mtg. Zoom 12:30PM 

April 13 General Leadership Meeting – Zoom 9AM 

April 14 CSLC Workshop – Edwina Gateley -Spirituality Zoom 10AM &2PM 

April 16 Profession of St. Francis - Renovation of Vows 

April 22 Earth Day 

April 26-28 LCWR Region IV Mtg. Zoom 

April 29-30 General Leadership Meetings in Brazil 

 

BIRTHDAYS & FEAST DAYS 
                 

 
         April 02   Ir. Margarida     B                     April 16   Ir. M. Acacia          F 

         April 03   Ir. Deise             B          April 17   S. M. Francine       B 

         April 04   S. Peg      B         April 17   Ir. Maria José da Conceição   B 

         April 11   Ir. Maristela       B 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS –APRIL 2021



A SPECIAL COMMUNITY DAY 

 
What a joy to have our FIRST Community Day gathering with Sisters from both the United States and 

Brazil by Zoom on March 12.  Seeing the faces of all the Sisters, small though they were, was a great gift. 

We were able to share in the Opening Prayer Service for our year of preparation for our 100th Anniversary 

as a congregation.  The prayer prepared by Sisters Althea Anne and Janet expressed our gratitude for the 

past and present and our commitment to live fully our Evangelical Life into the future. 

 

 

EACH LOCAL COMMUNITY/GROUP SHARED A GRACE OR GIFT THEY HOPE TO INCARNATE DURING THE 

COMING YEAR: 

 WISDOM  PATIENCE  UNITY   SERVICE 

 CONFIDENCE  CARING  JOY   FRATERNITY 

 COURAGE  HOSPITALITY  FAITHFULNESS  

 

Our Centennial prayer composed by Sisters Joanice, Joanne and Selma helped us enter into the celebration 

and will keep us focused throughout this celebratory period. A special hymn was composed by Sisters Maria 

José da C., Neide and Janet and was used throughout the prayer.  

 

“With confidence and joy we go forward, because God is always with us!” 

 

Finally, with candles raised, we jointly committed ourselves to live fully our vocation as Sisters of St. 

Francis of the Providence of God. Let us continue to celebrate the gift of our vocation! 

 

 

 



ASSOCIATES (USA) AND LAY FRANCISCANS (BRAZIL) JOIN IN PRAYER 

 
It was important to join together with our Associates from the United States and our Lay Franciscans from 

Brazil to also open our Centennial Year with prayer together. This was the first time both groups joined 

together. The opening Prayer Service was repeated after many greetings were exchanged among the group. 

COVID has kept all of the Associates distant from one another, at least physically. 

 
We pray that there will be more opportunities to gather together as we all become more expert at Zooming! 

 

 

SISTERS PLACE CRUSHED GRAPES EVENT 

 
Who says you can’t share wine 

together while apart? Sisters Place 

successfully “passed the glass” 

from one participant to another at 

the Virtual Crushed Grapes Event.  

Seen here are Sister Althea, CEO 

Melissa Ferraro and Bishop David 

Zubik.  

 

Special guests included wine distributors who gave wonderful 

explanations about the fermenting process and how to serve each type 

of wine. Participants also learned about pairing cheeses with certain 

wines.  They also informed everyone about the importance of helping 

the wine to breath for more flavor, mixing the wine and sniffing before 

drinking to catch the aroma of the various fruits and grapes. 

 

It was a great evening for all and raised monies for the Sisters Place Programs as the organization moves to  

the Hilltop area on Brownsville Road. 

 



CATHOLIC SISTERS WEEK – FOOD INSECURITY CHALLENGE 

 
What a great response we had to the Catholic Sisters Week Food Insecurity 

Challenge. Many people dropped off food at the administrative office for St. 

Winifred Food Pantry. Daycare parents came through as well. Four carloads 

of food and supplies were 

given to St. Winifred’s. 

The Sisters also donated their 

November stimulus checks to 

six local organizations and 

four 

international organizations that help meet the food needs of 

those experiencing hunger. 

 

Many thanks to all who supported this effort. The food 

pantry workers were so grateful for the provisions. Since 

COVID hit, many more people are seeking assistance. 

 

 

BITS AND PIECES OF NEWS 
 

GENERAL CHAPTER DISCERNMENT 

Sisters Althea, Janet, Maria José T., Antonia, Rute, 

Adriana and Neide, spent March 19-21 with Chapter 

Facilitator Sister Nancy Schreck and translator Sister 

Joana in discernment for General Leadership. Please 

continue to keep them in your prayers. 

 

SISTER ANN MARIE IS ON THE MEND! 
Yes, she has returned 

home after many 

months of recuperation 

from her fall and heart 

attack. She has already 

been to visit a former 

client to treat Dorothy 

with her favorite 

“Frosty”. What a 

reunion!  

OAKMONT / BAPTIST OPEN FOR VISITS 

After nearly a year of isolation our sisters at 

Presbyterian SeniorCare and Baptist Homes can have 

visitors – with restrictions! 

 

Sisters Joanne, Eliana and Mary Ann have already 

been able to visit.  Staff member, Nancy, (below) and  

 

so many others have worked hard to care for all the 

residents during the pandemic.  Many thanks to all of 

them. 

        Let’s hope we’ll be together soon!  



Transformed by Providence - Our Co-founding Priests 

Part III of our history: In celebration of our 90th anniversary on March 12, 2012 (Cong Bulletin) 

 

The foundation of the congregation of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God, nearly 90 years 

ago, was the culmination of several factors and influences, building to the events of 1922, and ever-building 

to the congregation that we are today.  Thus, it is important that we look back on an important element of 

our initial formation: the three priests that played a crucial role in our establishment and development.  

 

These three priests were Monsignor Michael Krusas, Fr. Magnus 

Kazenas, and Fr. John Sutkaitis; one a monsignor from Chicago, and the 

other two were priests from Pittsburgh’s South Side. All three were of 

Lithuanian birth and understood the need to promote and establish a 

congregation of Lithuanian sisters to teach in Lithuanian schools and 

parishes. They were ardent promoters of Lithuanian culture and heritage.  

Monsignor Krusas even went so far as to personally lobby President 

Warren G. Harding to have the United States acknowledge the state of 

Lithuania in 1918. 

 

It was Msgr. Krusas, who helped head the Association of Lithuanian 

Priests that provided an initial impetus in response to growing Polish-

Lithuanian political and ethnic quarrels, which were quite evident in the 

Diocese of Chicago where he was stationed.  It was this growing rift that 

would see clear ethnic tensions amongst the ranks of the largely Polish-

influenced Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth based in Des Plaines. 

IL. It was he who encouraged the Lithuanian sisters in their efforts to 

form a separate province and it was he who called upon the mothers of 

the young postulants and novices to persuade their daughters to leave for the new foundation in Pittsburgh. 

(See photo at right)  

 

In a letter to the Archbishop of Chicago, George Mundelein, dated Dec. 25, 1920, the Association of 

Lithuanian Priests formally outlined the growing tensions in the Lithuanian parishes and within the 

Nazareth community: 

“Difficulties increased to such an extent that the Nazareth Sisters themselves who were of 

Lithuanian origin, thought it opportune to persuade their own Congregation to ask the General 

Council of their Order, that a Lithuanian province be instituted in America which would be 

able to educate the future Lithuanian generations in the customs, spirit, and language of 

Lithuania.  The General Council refrained to give a kind answer to the petitions of the 

Lithuanian Sisters.  On this account their condition became worse.” 

 

Eventually, this priestly association backed a plan to move the Lithuanian sisters into the relatively new 

congregation of the Sisters of St. Casimir.  However, this community was yet too fragile to accept so many 

new sisters, so it was in 1922 that a more drastic measure was required.  Thus in March of that year 

correspondence between the Lithuanian priests and Mother M. Chrysostom of the Millvale Franciscans 

began to detail the need for an independent Lithuanian community of women religious.  At a meeting on 

March 12, 1922, Mother M. Chrysostom and her council formally accepted the supervisory role of 

overseeing this new community.  The rest, they say, is history.  

 

However, the involvement of these priests did not end with the creation of our community.  Amongst other 

efforts, Monsignor Krusas, Fr. Sutkaitis, and Fr. Kazenas were instrumental in the procurement of suitable 



property for the congregation’s Motherhouse.  Monsignor Krusas wrote Bishop Hugh Boyle on April 20th, 

1923, regarding this matter: 

“…I will try to bring together the Lithuanian priests of Pittsburgh on the point of place for the 

mother-house, but my hopes are vague since your Lordship could not succeed… In my humble 

opinion, Father Sutkaitis would be the best man for this work.  He has heart and soul in 

it…hardly anybody else will do and persevere as much as Father Sutkaitis.” 

 

With Fr. Sutkaitis’ help, the sisters found suitable property and 

eventually finished their Motherhouse in 1925, two years before Fr. 

Sutkaitis died. He was a beloved pastor of St. Casimir Parish and a 

true friend to the Lithuanian 

immigrant community.  (Photo 

right: Sr. Gertrude while a Holy 

Family Sister, with Fr. John 

Sutkaitis) 

 

Fr. Kazenas assumed the role of 

pastor at St. Casmir’s and also 

advanced the cause of the newly 

formed Lithuanian Sisters of St. 

Francis.  One of Fr. Kazenas’ notable contributions to our community was 

his ceding of burial space for our sisters in the adjacent St. Casimir 

Cemetery. (Photo left: Feast of Corpus Christi, 1940, Fr. Kazenas)  

  

In 1936, the Lithuanian government thought it proper to award Monsignor Krusas the prestigious Order of 

the Grand Duke Gediminas Medal for his efforts on behalf of Lithuanian immigrants (Mothers M. 

Chrysostom and Aloysia also were recipients of this award). 

 

Monsignor Michael Krusas also assisted in preparations for our mission to Brazil and then sent funding for 

the sisters’ growing ministry there, which helped the sisters establish a convent and eventually a school 

named in honor of him, St. Michael the Archangel School in Vila Zelina. 

 

With the death of Monsignor Krusas in 1950, only 

Fr. Kazenas remained to celebrate his 40th year of 

priestly service in 1953.  Mother M. Loyola 

Sebelskas considered this event a suitable reason to 

petition Bishop John Dearden to name Fr. Kazenas 

a monsignor for his service to the community.  

Despite the denial of the petition, the community’s 

gracious gesture was not lost on Fr. Kazenas who 

died in 1957. (Photo: Fr. Kazenas with Chicago 

priests, Fr. Krusas and Fr. Skripkus, who became 

our first Motherhouse chaplain) 

 

Looking back upon the history of our congregation, it is easy to see that the road that we have traveled has 

not been one without friends and gracious benefactors.  Thus, has been the case with Monsignor Michael 

Krusas, Fr. John Sutkaitis, and Fr. Magnus Kazenas, without whom, perhaps our history would not have 

even begun. 

(Thanks to Mr. Dennis Wodzinski, Former Congregational Archivist, for this article) 

More to come: Our First Leaders – Mothers M. Chrysostom, Baptist and David 


