
                                        

 

 

 

 
 

   

  

 

 

 CALENDAR 
Sept 01-Oct 04 Pope Francis’ Season of Creation promoting care of our Common Home 

September 07      Labor Day   

September 11 Leadership Meeting - Zoom 

September 12 Associate Retreat and Commitment 9:30-1:30, Nativity 

September 14 Day Care Board Meeting - 6pm 

September 10 Viterbo Faith Sharing – Loop 2:00pm 

September 17 Feast of the Stigmata of St. Francis 

September 21 First Day of Autumn 

September 21 International Day of Peace 

September 25 MSMW Meeting 

September 25 St. Francis Novena begins 

September 29 Feast of St. Michael and the Archangels 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS & FEAST DAYS 
   

                      

      September 07     Ir. M. Elisa         B             September 17     Ir. Hilda            F  

      September 15     Ir. Yolanda Maria  B             September 19     Ir. M. da Salette    F    

      September 15     Ir. Rute             B  

 

 



DAY CARE ASSURES SAFETY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

This has been a wild and unpredictable summer. The Covid-19 pandemic has caused great uncertainty 

among parents who are trying to decide when and if their child will return to a day care setting. As the day 

care prepares for the new school year, families are still uncertain about sending their children into a group 

setting. 

 

Meanwhile, Sandy Merlo and her staff have been working diligently since the re-opening in May to assure 

the safety of both children and staff.  Temperature checks, social distancing (a real challenge!) and wearing 

masks are standard procedures. But, in the background are the newly implemented and stringent sanitation 

measures taken throughout each day.  Hand washing at entrance and before and after each activity is a 

regular practice.  Sanitizing toys after each child’s use, washing down surfaces and high contact areas, 

cleaning playground equipment after each group’s use.  All this to do everything possible to avoid a virus 

outbreak, which could close down the Day Care and leave parents scrambling for alternatives. 

 

Sandra Merlo spends significant hours trying to plan for appropriate child/teacher ratios, keeping track of 

changing parent plans, and supervising the adherence to the CDC guidelines.  Bill Clark has been able to 

maintain a good stock of cleaning materials and instructs staff on the use of each product.  Sister Hilaria 

makes sure toys are sanitized after each use. 

 

We are blessed to have such a committed staff dedicating themselves each day to the safety and health of 

everyone at the Day Care. Let’s keep them and the families we serve in our prayers. 

 

 

WOMEN’S VOTING RIGHTS – 100 YEARS 

 

Women won the right to vote one hundred years 

ago.  Make sure you can vote this November!   

 

Register and cast your ballot. 

Your ballot counts and our 

nation needs your vote! 

 

Is Covid scaring you? Vote 

by mail!  But vote early. We 

want them to count! 

 

 

 



VOCATION MONTH PROMOTIONS IN BRAZIL 

 

August was Consecrated Life Month in Brazil. Our Sisters there have been working hard in promotion of 

religious vocations, especially through social media and even virtual encounters with young women. Sister 

Juliana recently asked for photos of our Sisters here in the United States so they can use them too. 

 

 

This poster was shared on Facebook: “Loved and called by God,” 

Responsive to the Providence of God,” 

“Congratulations to all Religious for your vocation!” 

 

 

 

  



FRANCISCAN FEDERATION’S SURVEY RESULTS:  FINDING OUR NEXT STEPS 
     

During this Summer of 2020, six Franciscan Federation 

Zoom Meetings have been offered by Sister Margaret 

Carney, ECCCS Co-Chair, and Bryan Froehle, 

Facilitator.   The theme of each meeting is “Limitless 

Vision, Limited Resources: Charting a Path Forward in a 

Time of COVID” is evoking much valuable discussion 

among the participants in the breakout sessions.  Sisters 

Janet and Althea Anne participated in one of the sessions.                                                                  

 

The survey results have been collated from 70 elected leaders who took part in answering the survey, as 

well as around 300 other members.  There are quantitative and qualitative results for 

consideration.   Participants thus far in the survey Zoom meetings concur that the “grass roots” of the 

Franciscan Federation desire a better connection, through ‘Regions’ or through more localized groupings 

in the future, to promote our ongoing formation and social action, simply to be sisters and brothers who 

know each other, and to help the leadership of Franciscan religious communities.  

 

Challenges of the Franciscan Federation are being openly discussed, including an aging population, the 

need for relevancy to the present culture, partnership with other Franciscan organizations, and the use of 

technology to gather people among ourselves, as well as with new voices for collaboration and interaction. 

Possible collaborative issues and ministries are given in the qualitative results of the survey.  

 

 

FRANCISCAN FEDERATION JPIC RESOLUTION FOR 2020-2021 

 
STATEMENT OF RESOLUTION 

We, the members of the Franciscan Federation, recognize our responsibility to hear the cry of the earth 

and the cry of the poor. We recognize our continual need for conversion and to act to heal the world and 

the people who live in it. 

 

RATIONALE 

In 1979 Pope John Paul II declared St Francis of Assisi the Patron Saint of those who promote Ecology 

with these words.   “Francis offers Christians an example of genuine and deep respect the integrity of 

creation.” Five years ago, Pope Francis released Laudato Si promoting an integral approach to 

environmental and social issues.  “Today, however, we have to realize that a true ecological approach 

always becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment, so 

as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” (91)  

 

                                           CALL TO RESPOND/CALL TO ACTION 

In order to respond with concrete attention, let our Call to Action be a collective Franciscan voice to 

respond to the cry of the Earth and the Cry of the Poor.  We propose that all Franciscans and Franciscan 

Hearted People join Franciscan Action Network and take at least one action to transform public policy 

related to care for creation and care for the poor. This may include: 

• Eliminate all plastic water bottles 

• Reduce meat consumption, especially beef 

• Support climate action bills being considered by your state legislature 

• Use teleconference (zoom, go to meeting, skype) and other alternative communication to avoid 

travelEvaluate your carbon footprint:  https://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx 



LCWR EXPLORES IMPACT OF THE GLOBAL CRISES AT ZOOM CONFERENCE 

[Silver Spring, MD] Holding its first-ever 

virtual assembly, the members of the 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

(LCWR) welcomed close to 900 people from 

across the United States and at least 13 other 

countries to a three-day gathering, held 

August 12-14.   

Centered on the topic of “God’s Infinite 

Vision: Our Journey to the Borders and 

Beyond,” the participants explored together 

the impact of COVID-19 and new 

understandings of racism on the mission and lives of Catholic sisters. Recognizing that the world has been 

irrevocably changed through the experiences of recent months, the assembly provided an opportunity for 

LCWR members to explore how they may individually and collectively respond to the needs of these times. 

Through presentations, prayer, and small group conversations, the members shared insights on how to lead 

in such an uncertain time and how they might learn from and support one another as leaders.  

Presentations included the LCWR presidential address by Sister Jayne Helmlinger; a panel on “Grief as a 

Catalyst for Transformation and Hope”; an evening prayer with reflections on the call to meaning-making; 

and a panel on “A Call to Women Religious” with three young activists Heather Malveaux, Giovana Oaxaca 

Najera, and Miko Vergun. Participants also had opportunities to share their own experiences and insights 

in small groups throughout the three days.  

On the final day, the LCWR 

presidency – Sister Jayne 

Helmlinger, CSJ (bottom 

left); Sister Elise García, OP 

(top right); and Sister Sharlet 

Wagner, CSC(bottom right) 

– and LCWR executive 

director Sister Carol Zinn, 

SSJ (top center) presented 

three major initiatives of the 

organization. (Newly elected 

president elect Sister Jane 

Herb, IHM, top left) Noting 

the challenges facing the world and religious life, they called this a “crucible moment,” where the pandemic, 

racism, climate change, and concern for the future of religious congregations, have converged to create a 

period of “daunting challenge.” “How are we, as women religious, to respond to the pandemic when we 

ourselves are the most vulnerable to it and our own sisters are falling ill and dying?” the officers asked. 

“How are we to respond to viral racism when we ourselves have been complicit in sustaining it? How are 

we to respond to global warming when we ourselves are deeply implicated in the market economics that 

power it? And how are we as congregations to respond to these challenges when we are already fully 

engaged in the epic challenge of our religious lifetimes leading the way toward the end of one era of 

religious life into the unknown new era?”   (continued…) 



In response to these challenges, the LCWR officers underscored the importance of three LCWR initiatives:  

1. A five-year commitment to work on dismantling racism. The officers invited all members to 

participate in LCWR’s efforts to name and eradicate racism within themselves, their congregations, 

their ministries, and LCWR as an organization. This commitment had been announced to the 

members in June. Details of this commitment are being developed 

2. A designated fund to support the future of religious life in the United States. The officers 

announced the creation of a fund, available to organizations, that will support projects impacting the 

future of religious life and particularly the lives of young women religious. More information about 

contributing to the fund and applying for funds will be shared later. The LCWR national board 

approved the seeding of this fund with some of the proceeds ($1 million) which came from the sale 

of its Silver Spring, Maryland headquarters in 2018.  

 3. A national conversation on the emerging future of religious life. The LCWR officers launched 

this conversation with a challenge to all those present to create new ways for the mission of religious 

life to thrive well into the future. Their challenge stemmed from recent data on the future capacity 

of LCWR member congregations to provide leadership for their own communities. The data, 

gathered through a survey conducted by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) 

and presented to the assembly by CARA’s executive director Rev. Thomas Gaunt, SJ, suggest that 

this is the moment for US religious congregations to find new ways to organize and administer 

themselves.   

The officers noted that the accelerated pace of change in religious communities points to an urgent need to 

work across religious congregations to create new sustainable structures that assure a future for religious 

life. They urged leaders to seriously consider the implications of the current reality of large numbers of 

aging members in religious communities, and the entrance into religious orders in the United States of 

approximately 200 women each year, noting that there is “a clear call to our generation of leaders” to create 

new ways to organize the body of US women religious for mission and service.  

The assembly closed with a blessing of the LCWR presidency, national board, and 15 regional chairs. This 

included a thank you to its outgoing officers including past-president Sister Sharlet Wagner. The assembly 

welcomed the new president-elect Jane Herb, IHM. A current member of the LCWR national board, she 

has been serving as the president of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Monroe, 

Michigan) since 2012.   (LCWR Press Release) 

Sisters Joanne and Janet participated 

in this first-time virtual assembly.  

There were a few technological 

glitches, but otherwise it went 

smoothly.  Several group sessions 

allowed time to share with other 

leaders.   The CARA study and report 

were especially enlightening in terms 

of the future of religious life.  We will 

be looking at this study as a 

congregation in the coming months. 


