
                                         

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CALENDAR 

November 01  All Saints Day - Sister Janet leaves for Brazil  

November 02  All Souls Day 

November 03  Deceased Religious Mass – St. Paul’s Cathedral 9 AM 

November 04-08 Leadership Meetings - Brazil 

November 05  Election Day – Please VOTE! 

November 10      Sister Janet returns from Brazil 

November 14    Associate Meeting – Nativity 6 PM (Chap 3) 

November 14  Viterbo Faith Sharing at Westminster 1:15 PM 

November 17  Feast of Our Lady of Providence and St. Elizabeth of Hungary – TOR Patroness 

November 17  SFA Craft Vendor Show 12 – 5 PM 

November 19  Gala Meeting – Nativity 6 PM  

November 19  Sister Eliana - Jubilee Trip thru Dec. 8 

November 20  Universal Children’s Day   

November 22  CSLC and Sisters Place Meetings – Benedictines 9-3 

November 28  Thanksgiving - Admin office closed 

November 29  Admin office closed  

November 29  International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women  

November 29  All Saints of the Seraphic Order 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS & FEAST DAYS 

 
November 03  S. Sylvia      F                      November 17     Ir. Juliana      B 

November 12   Ir. Odete      B                         November 22     S. M. Edward  B 
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http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
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AUTUMN GALA AWARDEES 

 
This year’s Autumn Gala gave us the 

opportunity to remember all the health 

care professionals who have graced our 

lives over the years. Two special doctors 

were awarded the San Damiano Cross 

this year.  

 

Doctor Theressa Strong, MD, a local 

ophthalmologist, has known our Sisters 

since grade school and has kept up the 

relationship while offering excellent 

care to many Sisters. 

 

Dr. Paul Lorincy, DPM, has served our Sisters as a podiatrist on visits to the Motherhouse to treat infirm 

Sisters after attending daily Mass in our chapel, as well as in his office.  

 

Our thanks go to the many medical professionals who have offered free and discounted care and 

especially for those who have worked with us, caring for our Sisters in our infirmary and helping us with 

ongoing medical needs.  We are truly blessed to have these wonderful people in our lives. 

 

 
SISTERS PLACE BREAKFAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sisters Althea Anne Spencer (SP President), Mary Ann Lostoski, J. Lora Dambroski and Sister Janet 

Gardner attended this year’s breakfast.  The highlight of the breakfast was an original song performed 

by Anton, a Sisters Place youth who recounted his own life story and Angel, the resident of the year who 

shared her heartwarming journey from abuse to hope.  

 

Sister Ann Marie won the Lottery Basket filled with 60 tickets of varying values.  Of course, she shared 

her joy with Sister Mary Ann and the two of them spent 40 minutes scratching off each ticket. To their 

surprise the tickets netted $129 plus two free tickets.  Not a bad haul!  The community thanks Sister Ann 

Marie for the winnings! 



SPECIAL BASKET OF JOY 

 
The Antoniazzi Family is ever-faithful in providing special 

holiday baskets for the Sisters.  Sisters Francine and Mary Ann 

made sure the many treats this basket contained were divided 

among each local community and those Sisters residing in 

Oakmont. There was plenty to go around and lots of fun 

choosing one’s favorite goodie! 

 

Many thanks to the Antoniazzi’s for their generous concern for 

all of us.  
 

 

VOCATION ANIMATION EFFORTS ABOUND IN BRAZIL 

 
Vocations to religious life and priesthood are promoted in 

many ways throughout Brazil.  Our Sisters have enhanced 

their efforts through vocational encounters, social media 

and personal visits.  They participate in Mission Weeks at 

various parishes and each house gathers in prayer each 

week for a holy hour for vocations. Seen here with Dom 

Paulo, bishop of Alagoinhas, Bahia are Sister Maria Jose 

Torres, our aspirant Samara, Sisters Maria do Carmo 

Nogueira and Lucia Nascimento at one celebration. 

 

Recently, individual Sisters were featured on the 

congregation’s Facebook page with videos as they tell 

their vocation story and send a message of invitation for young people to explore the possibility of 

religious life.  You may want to check out the website at: www.providenciadedeus.org.br 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

                 SISTER LUCIA           SISTER MARGARIDA

         

 

 

VERONICA – IN ACCOMPANIMENT 

 

 

http://www.providenciadedeus.org.br/


 

SYNOD ON THE AMAZON RAISES IMPORTANT ISSUES 

 

 
The Synod on the Pan-Amazonian Region, held in Rome October 6-

27, was the first to include more non-bishops and particularly, 

representatives of the region being discussed. This synod was not 

without controversy, as some felt it was bordering on heresy. Several 

images of a pregnant woman symbolizing the “giving of life” were stolen and thrown into the Tiber 

river. But participants, despite varying perspectives, found the Synod to be a truly graced event. 

 

Three critical issues came to the forefront in the first several weeks from the 12 language groups: 

violence against indigenous peoples, climate change and the shortage of priests.  Violence against the 

native tribal peoples is common as multinational 

industries invade their land and the forests to extract its 

wood and burn thousands of acres for agriculture.  The 

destruction of the forests on which the world depends has 

already had its effects on the global climate. The vast area 

has few priests but many local indigenous men and 

women who are leading their Catholic communities, 

raising the question of ordaining married men to the 

priesthood and women to the diaconate. 

 

At an October 

12 press conference, Bishop Rafael Cob García of Ecuador 

told Catholic News Agency that inculturation is a process, not 

something that happens overnight. Inculturation requires 

“trying to get into their frame of mind, and then, after a very 

long time, you can see what is connected with the Gospel,” 

Brazilian Bishop Adriano Ciocca Vasino added. This is done 

always, he said, “with reference to Christ.” 

 

The final document collated the suggestions of the language groups and the votes of the bishops and 

concentrated on ecological, pastoral, and liturgical “conversion”. It was drafted by the team presiding 

over the Synod led by Cardinal Claudio Hummes of Brazil, was approved by the Synod bishops and 

now goes to Pope Francis to await his Apostolic Exhortation. 

 

Let us pray that the fruits of this Synod will lead our entire Church forward. 



OUR FRANCISCAN SCHOOLS PROVIDE EXCELLENT CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION 

 
You can find exciting things happening at any of our four schools and Social Center on any given day.  

Under the recent umbrella organization of the St. Francis of Assisi Association, our institutions in Brazil 

are undergoing constant evaluations of their structure, curriculum and pastoral services.  Administrators 

meet together monthly with the General Administration of our congregation to provide a cohesive sense 

of mission and to continually enhance the educational experience for our students. 

 

You can find a multitude of educational activities 

going on at each site. For example, the schools have 

engaged their students in the study of robotics, with 

teams competing in regional events – and winning!   

While Pio XII offers 3D printing, São Miguel is 

promoting classical dance. Our Lady of Carmel 

hosted the traditional folk activity, the “Festa Junina” and the Social Center concentrated recently on 

care of the earth.   

    

You can find students gardening 

and visiting the school’s farm at 

Pio XII or students competing in 

Math and Science Olympics at 

São Miguel. 

 

From the promotion of literature 

through reading activities to 

sporting field days, computer 

science and laboratory 

sessions, our schools 

work tirelessly to 

provide the best 

education possible.  

Even in the very rural 

and impoverished city of 

Barbacena, the best of 

educational experiences 

are part of the children’s 

lives. 

 

Teachers and administrators are working together to help each child develop his or her skills and practice 

Christian/Franciscan values as they grow toward adulthood. 

 

We can be proud of the firm foundation our Sisters have laid throughout our history and of the continued 

efforts by our Sisters and staff to maintain and enhance a solid Christian education for so many students 

in São Paulo and Barbacena. 

 

 

 

 


